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In collaboration with 

Book Industry Communication - making the book supply chain more efficient 



BIC’s Standard Subject Categories Scheme - obsolete by Feb 2024

Announcement (Feb 2022)

https://www.bic.org.uk/155/Press-Releases/

Upcoming BIC Brunch Thema Sessions:

No. 2: Diversity - 26th May 2022

No. 3: Children and Education - 28th Jul 2022

No. 4: Non-Fiction: Popular (e.g., Health, Travel, Cookery etc.) - 29th Sep 2022

No. 5: Non-Fiction: Academic (e.g., Medicine, Law etc.) - 17th Nov 2022

No. 6: Comics and Manga - 26th Jan 2023

Past BIC Brunch Thema Sessions:

No. 1: Adult Fiction – March 2022 - recording here: https://youtu.be/hOCsWWQRhrQ

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/book-industry-communication-ltd-2336994243
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Some housekeeping before we get started

Questions for speakers: Questions will be invited after the presentation and panel

discussion have finished. Please use the “Questions” or “Chat” boxes to submit your

question to the organisers.

Recording: This event is being recorded for BIC to use in its marketing and to allow

people who are unable to attend this session today to still enjoy the event later. Unless

invited to speak, attendees will not be identified in the recording.

BIC is a neutral members organization
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Agenda
12.00pm Welcome & Introduction 

Karina Urquhart, Executive Director, BIC

12.05pm Introduction to Thema & Guided Tour of What’s New in Version 1.5

Chris Saynor, Standards Editor, EDItEUR

12.45pm Thema 1.5 and Nielsen BookData

Howard Willows, Senior Manager, Data Development: Nielsen BookData

1.00pm Question & Answer Session

1.30pm Wrap-up and end – Karina Urquhart.

bic.org.ukBOOK INDUSTRY COMMUNICATION 

LTD
#bicbrunch



Who we are

BIC (Book Industry Communication Ltd) is at the cornerstone of the book industry, 

creating standards, delivering best practice and improving margin. 

If you are in the book industry supply chain, you need to be a member of BIC.

www.bic.org.uk

Book Industry Communication - making the book supply chain more efficient

bic.org.ukBOOK INDUSTRY COMMUNICATION 

LTD
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http://www.bic.org.uk/


Over to our first speaker…

Chris Saynor, Standards Editor, EDItEUR

Introduction to Thema & Guided Tour of 

What’s New in Version 1.5
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What’s new in Thema version 1.5 ?
Chris Saynor 

EDItEUR

BIC Brunch, 28th April 2022



What is Thema? 

• Thema is an international, multilingual book subject classification scheme 
designed to meet the diverse needs of publishers, retailers and trade 
intermediaries in all sectors of the global book business 

• suitable for physical and digital publications, audiobooks, in-person and 
online retail, domestic and international use 

• aims to enhance the merchandising, discoverability and potential sales of 
books, with direct, clear communication along the metadata supply chain, and 
across borders and languages 

• created and maintained by users to address real problems and needs 

• post-coordination facilitates filtered or facetted search 

• international standards give the chance of an equal voice to all 



Structure of Thema

• ~ 3000 core subject categories, arranged hierarchically in 20 main 
sections 

• variable depth of hierarchy 

• ~ 1000 shared qualifiers in 6 sections 

• ~ 4000 national extension qualifiers 

• qualifiers can be combined with subject categories to refine their meaning 

• each category and qualifier has a language-independent code, a 
heading and optional notes 

• headings and notes can be in multiple languages



• Thema 1.0 introduced October 2013, v1.1 November 2014, v1.2 in May 
2016, v1.3 in May 2018 and v1.4 in April 2020 

• latest version is Thema 1.5, which was published 22nd April 2022  

• aim to release updated versions roughly every two years – but 
flexible, based on demand for new categories and qualifiers 

• version 1.6 currently planned for release in April 2024, and will be 
‘additions-only’ (same as 1.1–1.5), fully backwards compatible 

• national extensions ONLY can be added between versions (every 6 months) 
– interim releases are labelled 1.4.1, 1.4.2, etc 

• Thema will remain free-of-charge to use

Development roadmap
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• EDItEUR members and national user groups, etc make suggestions 

• these are compiled and shared with national groups 

• a cross-industry, global working group reviews all suggestions 

• can a suggested new concept already be expressed using an existing code, but using 
different terminology? – if so, add to notes 

• can a new concept be expressed using a combination of existing subject categories 
and / or qualifiers? 

• to how many commercial titles would this new concept be relevant? 

• is an important new concept ‘lost’ in a larger category? 

• reviewed suggestions added to a draft version that is sent to all national 
groups for comment, and eventually becomes a final proposal for the Thema 
International Steering Committee

Process for updates
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Industry stakeholders

EDItEUR

Members

Steering Committee

National Groups



• https://www.editeur.org/151/thema 

• Executive briefing, Basic instructions for use 

• Thema for Booksellers, Diversity and inclusion… 

• complete category listings, in multiple languages (as Excel, HTML, XML or 
JSON) 

• worked examples 

• mappings (where publicly available) 

• eg BIC 2.1 to Thema 1.4 and Thema 1.4 to BIC 2.1 

• mobile-friendly interactive multilingual browser 

• https://ns.editeur.org/thema

What does EDItEUR supply?
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Current language availability

•  العربية

• Čeština 

• Dansk 

• Deutsch 

• English 

• Español 

• Français 

• Français canadien 

• Italiano 

• ⽇本語 

• 한국어 

• Lietuvių 

• Magyar 

• Nederlands 

• Norsk (Bokmål + Nynorsk) 

• Polski 

• Português  

• Português do Brasil 

• Русский   

• Slovenčina 

• Suomi 

• Svenska 

• Türkçe 

• Українська 
• Vlaams

























X – Graphic novels, Comic books, Manga, Cartoons  - 6 new codes



Y – Children’s, Teenage and Educational – 55 new codes
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18

Suggestions 

YFMF – Children’s / Teenage fiction: Friendship stories 
<MainSubject/> 

YBCS – Picture storybooks 

YXEL – Children’s / Teenage emotions: Courage, bravery, hope 

YNXB7 – Children’s / Teenage general interest: Giants, trolls 
and other mythical humanoids 

1QBDB – Viking / Norse civilisations 

3KH-NO-V – c 790 to c 1070 (the Viking Age)  

5AD – Interest age: from c 4 years 

5YA – Relating to non-stereotypical gender roles 

Y – Children’s, Teenage and Educational – 55 new codes



Y – Children’s, Teenage and Educational – 55 new codes



Suggestions 

YNW – Children’s / Teenage general interest: Ball 
games and sports <MainSubject/> 

SFBK – Gaelic football 

1DDR – Ireland 

5AH – Interest age: from c 7 years

Y – Children’s, Teenage and Educational – 55 new codes



A – The Arts – 8 new codes



C – Language and Linguistics – 1 new code



D – Biography, Literature and Literary studies – 3 new codes



F – Fiction and Related items – 14 new codes



G – Reference, Information and Interdisciplinary subjects – 1 new code



J – Society and Social Sciences – 5 new codes



K – Economics, Finance, Business and Management – 13 new codes



L – Law – 9 new codes



M – Medicine and Nursing – 4 new codes



N – History and Archaeology  – 1 new code



P – Mathematics and Science – 2 new codes



Q – Philosophy and Religion – 6 new codes



R – Earth Sciences, Geography, Environment, Planning – 3 new codes



S – Sports and Active outdoor recreation – 1 new code



T – Technology, Engineering, Agriculture, Industrial processes  – 13 new codes



U – Computing and Information Technology – 1 new code



V – Health, Relationships and Personal development – 15 new codes



W – Lifestyle, Hobbies and Leisure – 16 new codes



1 – Place qualifiers – 98 new codes – 23 core and 75 national extension qualifiers



2 – Language qualifiers – 22 new codes – 20 core and 2 national extension qualifiers



3 – Time period qualifiers – 16 new codes – 6 core and 10 national extension qualifiers



4 – Educational purpose qualifiers – 45 new codes – 2 core and 43 national extension qualifiers



5 – Interest qualifiers – 32 new codes – 29 core and 3 national extension qualifiers
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5 – Interest qualifiers – 32 new codes – 29 core and 3 national extension qualifiers



5 – Interest qualifiers – 32 new codes – 29 core and 3 national extension qualifiers



6 – Style qualifiers – 7 new codes



Thema 1.5
• 24 months in the making 

• added around 400 new concepts to the scheme 

• emphasis on contemporary publishing and bookselling needs 

• across many countries and sectors of the industry 

• the subject category scheme for a global book trade 

• https://www.editeur.org/151/thema 

• https://ns.editeur.org/thema 

• but the old version is still available on https://ns.editeur.org/thema14 if you 
need it



chris@editeur.org 
https://www.editeur.org/151/thema 

https://ns.editeur.org/thema



Over to our second speaker…

Howard Willows, Senior Manager, 
Data Development: Nielsen BookData

Thema 1.5 and Nielsen BookData
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© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Thema 1.5 and 
Nielsen BookData

BIC Brunch: Guided Tour of What's New in Thema 1.5, 28 April 2022

Howard Willows: Senior Manager, Data Development: Nielsen BookData



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Longstanding Involvement

Standards are essential to efficient operation of book trade aggregator:

• many data suppliers with different capabilities, many data recipients with different requirements

• trading internationally 

• need to improve product data and make consistent to agreed criteria  

Flexible standards that can cover the widest range of circumstances and are accessible to widest 
range of participants/users – such as Thema

• Involved with Thema from beginning 

• Member of UK and international committees

• On working group for development of each revision 

Nielsen BookData is committed to adding Thema to all complete records on database

9



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Use of Thema in Nielsen BookData

Nielsen BookData supports following subject schemes

• Trade schemes: Thema, BIC, BISAC

• Nielsen BookScan Product Class (proprietary)

• CBMC (as supplied for children’s books), UKSLC (on output to libraries)

• Library schemes: DDC, LCSH, LCC

Class data is either accepted as supplied, assigned by Classifiers, or mapped

Enhancements underway to place Thema at heart of classification process

• Classifiers will assign Thema only for Trade (plus DDC for Library)

• Other trade and special schemes will be mapped from Thema only #

# If no Thema present, initially mapped from BIC (else BISAC) 

10



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Impact of new version of Thema

Train Classifiers

Announce to Customers

Update Mappings

• Internal (between Thema, BISAC and BIC; and from Thema to specialist schemes)

• External  (Thema>BIC and BIC>Thema freely available via EDItEUR)

• Commercial (unique Thema>BISAC mapping, available for a fee, under licence) 

Update internal Authority Table

11



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

1, Update Mappings FROM Thema

Sequence of events for Mapping updates

■ Ensure all new Thema codes 
can map to best possible 
outcome in output scheme 

■ Revise any existing mappings re 
modifications 

■ Must be in place BEFORE new 
codes are live in system

■ Enable Classifiers to assign new 
Thema codes

■ Recognise & accept new Thema
sent by suppliers

■ Include new Thema codes in 
products & services

■ Trigger new lines in revised 
mappings

■ Ensure as many new Thema
codes as possible can be 
reached in mappings from 
legacy schemes

■ Can be prepared and tested in 
advance 

■ Must not go live until new 
Thema codes are available in 
system

2, Update Authority Table 3, Update Mappings TO Thema

12



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Subject Mappings

Mappings are NOT simple equivalence tables 

Map records as a whole – considering each value in the context of other data on the record

Thus, conversion of a given Subject code may vary depending on presence/absence of:

>  Other Subject codes 

>  Qualifiers (where applicable) 

>  Audience codes 

Mappings may then apply ‘Add On’ values

Mappings then remove duplicates and redundancies

13



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Checklist for publishers & data suppliers

Inform / train staff about new Thema codes – resources from EDItEUR

Advise data recipients

Update system to use Thema 1.5

Assign to new / forthcoming titles as applicable

Ensure you indicate new version number in ONIX output

Consider upgrading core backlist titles with most to gain from new codes

14



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Checklist for retailers & data recipients

Familiarise with new Thema codes

Prepare for inclusion in data feeds (link to proprietary categories?) 

Use added values for promotions, linked titles, customer queries etc

Ask (demand!) all product data suppliers to provide Thema

15



© 2021 Nielsen Consumer LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Deprecation of BIC Subject Category Codes 

BIC have announced that the BIC Standard Subject Categories scheme (developed for UK 
trade, and on which Thema was based) is being retired, and will be obsolete by the end of 
February 2024

BIC scheme is replaced by Thema:  any purpose BIC is used for can be met by Thema

By February 2024, Nielsen will no longer expect publishers to supply BIC codes

Thema will be default scheme for all trade services and products (others by request) 

Thema 1.5 will be the version in place when BIC formally becomes obsolete

16
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Any Questions?

howard.willows@nielseniq.com

https://nielsenbook.co.uk/

17
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Q&A Session 
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Over to you, our attendees.

Please put any questions you may have in the

“Question” box



Thank you for attending

Stay in touch via our mailing list: 

https://www.bic.org.uk/188/Join-our-mailing-lists/

2 x BIC Bites on Thema (14 & 15) 
https://www.bic.org.uk/129/BIC-BITES/

Book Industry Communication - making the book supply chain more efficient 

www.bic.org.uk 

https://www.bic.org.uk/188/Join-our-mailing-lists/
https://www.bic.org.uk/129/BIC-BITES/
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