
BIC Brunch:
The Thema Sessions – No. 5: 

Academic Titles 

12th January 2023, 12 noon GMT

#bicbrunch   @bic1uk

In collaboration with 

Book Industry Communication - making the book supply chain more efficient and sustainable



BIC’s Standard Subject Categories Scheme - obsolete by Feb 2024
Announcement (Feb 2022) - available on request

Upcoming BIC Brunch Thema Sessions:

No. 6: Comics and Manga - 26th Jan 2023

Find out more and book now:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/book-industry-communication-ltd-2336994243

Past BIC Brunch Thema Sessions: Video recordings

No. 1: Adult Fiction (Mar 2022), https://youtu.be/hOCsWWQRhrQ

A Guided tour of What’s new inThema v.1.5, https://youtu.be/A3S7ocE7pmc

No. 2: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (May 2022), https://youtu.be/Yj_dnbECmdw

No. 3: Children’s, Teenage & Educational Material (Jul 2022), https://youtu.be/Z2B_yyKSyyI

No. 4: Popular/General Trade Adult Non-Fiction (Sep 2022), https://youtu.be/69SWVhKQveA
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Some housekeeping before we get started

Questions for speakers: Questions will be invited after the presentation and

panel discussion have finished. Please use the “Questions” box to submit
your question to the organisers.

Recording: This event is being recorded for BIC to use in its marketing and
to allow people who are unable to attend this session today to still enjoy the
event later. Attendees will not be identified in the recording.

BIC is a neutral members organization

#bicbrunch @bic1uk

bic.org.ukBOOK INDUSTRY COMMUNICATION 

LTD

#bicbrunch



Agenda
12.00pm Welcome & Introduction 

Karina Urquhart, Executive Director, BIC

12.05pm Using Thema for Academic Titles

Chris Saynor, Standards Editor, EDItEUR

Implementation and Ongoing Usage of Thema
Fiona Green, Senior Metadata Manager, Bloomsbury Publishing,

Academic & Professional

12.50pm Question & Answer Session

1.30pm Wrap-up and end – Karina Urquhart
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Who we are

BIC (Book Industry Communication Ltd) is at the heart of the book industry, 

creating standards, delivering best practice and improving margin. 

If you are in the book industry supply chain, you need to be a member of BIC.
www.bic.org.uk

Book Industry Communication - making the book supply chain more efficient 
and sustainable
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Over to our first speaker…

Chris Saynor, Standards Editor, 
EDItEUR
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Over to our second speaker…

Fiona Green, Senior Metadata Manager
Bloomsbury Publishing, Academic & Professional
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Implementation and ongoing usage of Thema

Fiona Green, Senior Metadata Manager

Bloomsbury Publishing, Academic & Professional

January 2023

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Large and expanding academic and professional division

• Around 70 editorial staff / over 40 subject areas 

• Specialising in the arts, humanities and social sciences, 

law, business and management, and study skills

• Monographs, supplementary texts, textbooks, reference, 

major reference, practitioner, academic general, plays

• Digital resources team

Bloomsbury Academic & Professional

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Myself plus one metadata executive

• Champion the quality, discoverability, timeliness and 

effectiveness of bibliographic data 

• Decentralised approach to copy and classification coding 

• Supported by centralised checks and processes

• The same approach was taken for Thema implementation

Bloomsbury A & P Metadata Team

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Joined the Thema national working group

• Super-user half day training with Chris Saynor from 

EDItEUR

• One hour in-house presentation for all editorial and 

marketing staff

• Where would you like your title to appear in a bookshop?

• Post-coordination – core subjects + qualifiers

• Online browse tool – usage notes and synonyms

• Six golden rules

• Consistency with BISAC, Bic, OACs, keywords, copy

• Mandatory to add Thema codes to new titles from the day 

after the training

• Subject-specific workshops six months after launch

Implementation of Thema

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


1. Ensure the first subject category is the primary subject

2. Classify titles as precisely as applicable or as broadly 

as required

3. Assign as many categories as required (within reason)

4. Add qualifiers wherever appropriate

5. Observe scope notes and instructions for each category

6. Always consider context

Six Golden Rules

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Focussed on the frontlist first

• Added at record set up

• Mandatory for confirmation

• Checked by marketing

• Key title post-publication review

Workflows and processes

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Project to infill with codes from Nielsen BookData

• Programme to review bestsellers

• Plus series / identify specific types of titles to code in 

batches

• Review from a DEI perspective 

Backlist

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Rollout of Thema 1.5

• Re-run subject specific workshops

• Increase knowledge of how our key vendors are adopting 

and ingesting Thema

• Contributing to Thema 1.6

Future Projects

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


• Engage with the industry experts

• No time like the present (Bic codes obsolete from Feb 24)

• Pick up and improve during quieter periods

• Okay to delve into a specific area

Summary

http://www.bloomsbury.com/default.aspx


Q&A Session 
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Over to you, our attendees.

Please put any questions you may have in the

“Question” box



Thank you for attending

Stay in touch via our mailing list

2 x BIC Bites on Thema (14 &15) 
https://bic.org.uk/

Book Industry Communication - making the book supply chain more efficient 
& sustainable

www.bic.org.uk 

https://bic.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=fd431d76eac7edd0df5ea4e16&id=540ae30bb9
https://bic.org.uk/
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