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Relationship between XML and epub

# While epub is an XML-based format, there are tremendous differences
between

¢ rendition of your content in epub
# rendition of your content in richly tagged XML

# epub is a dedicated and optimized format for eBook
¢ developed to accommodate consistent, standardized representation of trade
book within browser like (HTML-based) applications
# epub can support complex books but only to a certain extent
¢ Those limits mainly result in the restrictions imposed by the reading devices on
the market
# Do not use epub for what it is not aimed at
# epub does not enable next-gen applications such a custom pub
¢ epub is not a richly structured format like XML
¢ epub does not typically take into account rich / semantic metadata
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Relationship between XML and epub

Epub and XML, an opportunity to rethink the busines S approach
Epub, an XML format ?

Own internal XML

To produce the XML, an

epub format, e opportunity to

XML is _ ” produce other
necessary

DocBook

Digital Talking

Book

Digital Book
Adobe AIR

¢ Publishers who are moving toward a content-centric view and are rethinking their
businesses around digital from the ground up have decided to adopt their own internal
XML format based on their own : , and

? This is a strategic decision which often evolves to a next phase as they consider that
just delivering print books as epub has been beneficial but far from a major change.

WJOU ‘ / E 08/12/2009 5 | Hervé Essa — hessa@jouve.fr © Jouve 2009
Confidential



Relationship between XML and epub

#  Typically, the editorial chain should be able to generate 3 current formats
and be ready for any new upcoming ones

Paper production

. Print ready PDF
/

PDF Web

Electronic eBook format

# A new process path

?

I
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Relationship between XML and epub

# A new process path

?

# XML, a “stretching” format

¢ Content centric process XML
¢ Reusable

¢ Independent of the form
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Common existing workflows to create an epub

# Lack of scalability and quality consistancy

¢ Conversion depends on InDesign tools and its update
* For e.g. updated in May 2008 which corrected export issues coming from multiple
documents ; style issues (bold) or TOC issues (if TOCStyle is not used)

# Lack of standardization across multiple books
¢ Difficult to impose a uniform style management and restrictive in a
heterogeneous editorial flow
e Various authors,
* Import from Word documents (styles)
* inDesign use patterns (styles, elements)

* Wide range of books types (collections, more or less complex structure, layout and
enhancements)

¢ Manual corrections necessary to limitations of automatic conversion process

¢ Do not take into account reading device specificities (Kindle DX and 2de edition;
Sony PRS, iPhone eBook application ...)

# Lack of reusability of the outputs

¢ Difficult to reuse the same output to produce a new version in a new released of
epub format or another eBook format
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? A process ideally suited to Well structured content, predictable
hierarchy, reoccurring and standardized, already in e-content model

? A template library to manage book series and multi-formats

# Choose a permanent content (XML format) for a use within the various
publishing channels

Content first in XML Well s_tructured content,_ predictable
hierarchy, reoccurring and
For all channels Z> standardized, already in e-content

model.

? In some cases, the paper/PDF format has to drive to digital fory Onapertitle

. basis (or small
(conversion) a7, G
- : reach a
Paper or print PDF Postproduction :
P P P standardized
lead the process : :
: model with a bit
production
of efforts
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Targeting different platforms, current and future

# Different type and size of screen for different read and uses

¢ 4 types of display for different purposes
e Screen dedicated to digital book
» Screen for a profesionnal use (ultraportable)
* Mobile screen -
e Screen dedicated for game

# Sony vs Kindle 2 vs Kindle DX
Touch Ergonomics kevboard
screen Screen size y

| 1 ' Layout e
; = Rich Stylessheet Limited e
- e format Mobi/ =
Sony PRS 300, 600 et 1L EEL VOIS Kindle

lecteur Daily Edition
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Targeting different platforms, current and future
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Integration of rich media into epub

? ePubs today are typically digital facsimiles of the print product, albeit with
some improved features, like better navigation

¢ Notes, footnotes, TOC hyperlinked (bidirectional navigation)
¢ Table of maps, diagrams, illustrations, index and glossary with hyperlinks
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Introduction to Technical

Communication

munication 0] Did you analyze the speaking situation—the audisnce 00 Did you plan your graphics to help the audience
and purpose of the presentation? (p. 581) understand the organization of your presentation?
0 Did you determine how much information you can (p.589)
communicate in your allotied time? (p. 582)
Did

Intreduction to Technical Communication

0] Did you make sure that the presentation room will

nical Communication? 4

i ave arahics?
v.582) (p.589)
(0] Did you chaoss appropriate media for your graphics?
Who Produces Technical Doss sach presentation graphic have these five character- .5%)
Documants? 6 tworkto Inthe World istca?

00 Did you choose language to signal advance
unication and

WHAT IS TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION?

WHO PRODUCES TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS?
TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION AND YOUR CAREER
CHARACTERISTICS OF TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS

O It presents a clear, wel-supported claim. (p. 564)
O ltie easy to see. (p. 584)

O ltie easy to read. (p. 587)

O ltis simple. (p. 587)

O tis correot. (. 587)

organizers, summaries, and transitions? (p. 585)

01 Did you choose language that s vivid and
memorable? (p. 585)

0] Did you rshearse your presentation several times with
a tape recorder, vidsocamera, or livs audiencs?

A LOOK AT THREE SAMPLE DOCUMENTS
the Technical Communcation | MEASURES OF EXCELLENCE IN TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION
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(p. 596)

0 In planving your graphios, di you oonsider your
audience's apitude and experiencs, the size and
layout of the room, and the equipment avaiable?
(sent

COMMUNICATION?
‘HNICAL DOCUMENTS?

Source: Radvision, 2008 <www.radvision /Desktop/CTMPlatform/>.

Speaker’s Checklist

A Look at Threa Sample
Documants 10

| IDid you analyze the speaking situation—the audience and
purpose of the presentation? (p. 581)

| IDid you determine how much information you can communicate
in your allotted time? (p. 582)

| IDid you organize and develop the presentation? (p. 582)

Measures of Excallsnce in Technical
Commwunication 10

ding Ethical and Legal Consid
In the World. .. niaipacunens
Homesty 10 Although high-tech tools such as this desktop videocorferencinLEd
Glarity 11 package from Radvision are becoming more and more importar
Aicarucy 8 workplacs, the heart of technical communication remains what FESTSSETREE
Gomprebensivanasa 14 always been: communicating with paople. All technical-commuggessies
Accessibllty 14 documents, whether they take the form of e-mails, reparts, Well
or ary of a dozen other forms, are meant to be usad by people . =
Conobensss 14 ; :
Ry tham learn, carty out tasks, and maks dacisions. This book is a
the procass of finding and creating technical information and
SR communicating it to others.

bal and Visual

Does each presentation graphic have these five characteristics?

Inthe World ...

Although high-tech tools such as this deskiop videoconferencing package from Radvision
are becoming more and more important in the workplace, the heart of technical
communication remains what it has always been: communicating with people. All technical
communication documents, whether they (ake the form of e-mails, reparts, Web sites, or an
of a dozen ather forms, are meant to be used by people to help them learn, carry out tasks,
and make decisions. This book 1s about the process of finding and creating technical
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Generating epub on the fly from XML
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