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What is Thema? 
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THE 
International standard for subject classification 

for the global book trade – physical & digital 
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 Many schemes require many mappings 

 Different mappings, different outcome 

 Loss of precision, loss of control > loss of 
discoverability >  loss of sales? 

 Complex, need to be maintained 

 MAP-O-RAMA 

Proliferation of national schemes 



WGS (Germany) 

NUR (Netherlands) 

Varegrupper (Norway) 

ANELE Materias  
(Spain) 

SAB (Sweden) 

CCE (Italy) 

CLIL (France) 

BIC (UK) 
BISAC  
(N.America) 

What MAP-O-RAMA looks like 



Germany 
Netherlands 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 
Italy 

France 

UK 
N.America 

How Thema works 

Thema 



How Thema can help  
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 International trade requires international 
standards 

 Thema can replace local schemes and need for 
mappings – direct communication across 
borders & languages 

 Retain control & precision in product data > 
improve discoverability > increase sales 
 



Who benefits? 
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 Publishers  
Send same rich data direct to customers worldwide  

 Retailers & libraries 
Receive consistent rich subject data from wider range of      
suppliers 

 Aggregators 
Less manipulation of subject data 

 Consumers  
Potential access to global output 
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Initial countries: LBF 2011  
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Thema countries: LBF 2016 
 

Maps from www.presentationmagazine.com 

http://www.presentationmagazine.com/


Who is involved?  
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AIE 

Amazon.co.uk 

Australian PA 

Baker & Taylor 

Barnes & Noble 

BIC 

BISG 

Bokrondellen 

Booknet Canada 

Bowker 

BTLF 

CB 

 

Danish PA  

Dilve 

Editis 

Electre 

Elkotob.com 

Elsevier 

GiantChair 

Hachette 

HarperCollins 

Informazioni Editoriali 

Ingram 

Japan Publishers Org 

 

Kobo 

Kogan Page 

Libri 

MVB 

National Library Poland 

Nielsen Book 

Norske Bokdatabasen  

NTCPDSAC (China) 

Penguin Random House 

Springer  

Turkish Publishers Assoc 

Waterstones 



Joining Thema community 
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 Consult within national trade, across sectors 

 Set up national group; advise EDItEUR 

 Representative at Thema International Steering 
Committee meetings (LBF & FBF) 

 Begin work on mapping, translation, etc 

 Propose additions (shared or local)   

 



Latest developments  
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 Initial release in late 2013; current version is 
Thema v1.1 (2014) 

 Already primary scheme in Germany, Norway, 
Sweden 

 In active use in UK (with BIC); in USA, Canada 
(with BISAC)  

 Thema v1.2 under review; due April 2016 

 

 

 



Other Thema activity 
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 Other countries around the world are at various 
stages of adoption 

 Thema is available in: Arabic*, Danish, Spanish, 
French, Italian*, Japanese*, Polish, Russian*, 
Hungarian, as well as English, German, Norwegian 
& Swedish 

 Translations into Greek, Turkish, Chinese & 
Portuguese underway / awaiting approval 

* Indicates incomplete translation 



A message for retailers 
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 Retailers, especially international traders, have 
much to gain from consistency of supply 

 Publishers are assigning Thema codes – Retailers 
must DEMAND them, to create ‘push & pull’ effect 

 Effort cannot be maintained if no tangible benefit 
realised  

 



Growing support from retailers 
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“Amazon EU SARL, UK Branch, supports the roll out 
and use of Thema classification codes to improve 
the discoverability and quality of book data globally” 
      - Amazon 

  

“Thema is a very positive development and we 
encourage its use throughout the book trade to 

improve discoverability”   - Waterstones  
 



Implementing Thema  
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 RETAIN all legacy subject class data – schemes 
will continue in use for foreseeable future 

 USE them as basis of conversion for backlist – 
mappings available from national groups 

 Publishers ASSIGN and TRANSMIT Thema 
alongside legacy values for new titles 

 Retailers ACCEPT and INTEGRATE Thema in 
presenting stock to customers 

 



Key points  
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 If you want to trade internationally, you need 
Thema and Thema needs you 

 

 Thema is live – you can use it now, alongside BIC 
or other national scheme 

 

 True value only gained when Thema assigned 
directly (not mapped) 



If you want to find out more 
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 Check out Thema site: 

 www.editeur.org/151/Thema 

 

 Contact me:  

 howard.willows@nielsen.com 

 

 Contact BIC for Thema events & training in UK 

 info@bic.org.uk 
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Thank you 

 



THEMA: Development and Growth 

Toby Gill, Virtusales Publishing Solutions 



Integrated Reporting Engine and Business Intelligence 

Workflow 

 

 

Idea Development 
• Develop concepts 

• Analyse feasibility 

• Estimate specification 

• Forecast sales 

• Estimate royalties & 

costs 

• Profit & Loss report 

• Acquisition & 

feasibility testing 

 

 

Initiate Product 
• Assign BIC, BISAC & CBMC 

• Automatic ISBN allocation 

• Allocate roles 

• Firm up specification 

• Request contract 

Contracts & Rights 
• Create author, illustrator, agent 

contract records 

• Create contract(s) 

• Enter royalties, rights, advances 

and territories 

• Progress or sign contract(s) 

Production 
• Production specification developed 

• Schedule managed 

Confirm Edition(s) 
• Included in ONIX 

• Feed to websites 

• Feed to distribution system 

Sales & Marketing 
• Automatic AI sheet generation 

• XML output to InDesign 

• Event management 

• Images & auto repurposing 

 

 

Confirm Costing 
• Commercial, finance & 

risk management 

 

Feed Management 
• Interface to finance 

system 

• eBook feeds to 

CoreSource and Apple 

• Feed to suppliers, e.g. 

Clays and CPI 

Product Creation 
• Procurement 

• Final authorisation  

• Realisation of products 

• Safety Testing 

Decision to Publish 
• Project authorised 

• Acquire 

• Create product records 

 

 

Dispatch / Digital 

Distribution 
• Management of product 

distribution 

• ebook distribution 

Publication 
• Sales reporting 

• Inventory Management 

• Post Mortem analysis 

Royalties 
• Royalty calculations 

• Payments 

• Statements 

ACQUISITION DEVELOPMENT PRODUCTION PUBLICATION 



Some of our customers 



Bibliographic & 

Editorial 
Production 

Contracts & 

Rights 

Royalty 

Processing 

Digital Asset 

Management 

Inventory 

Mgmt/Business 

Intelligence 

Digital Asset 

Distribution 

Business Rules & Industry Standards 

Websites 

& Social 

Media 

ONIX 

XLS 

Templates 

(Grids or 

New Line 

Forms) 

Marketing 

Output (AI, 

Catalogue, 

Press 

Release, 

Order 

Forms, etc. 

Digital 

Packages 

(eBook files 

and asset 

distribution) 

XML & 

CSV 

Metadata 

Feeds 

Apple 

iTunes 

Transporter 

Finished 

Product 

Metadata 



About Virtusales 

• Dedicated to publishing 

• 16 years working with publishers in UK, USA, 

Europe and Australia 

• 63 staff focused entirely in publishing – a mix of 

publishing professionals and software developers  



Why we like THEMA  

• International 

• Maintains Quality 

• Cost Effective (in the long-term) 

 



No registration fee or membership 

 

 

Free to Use 



How Virtusales is supporting THEMA 

• Enabled THEMA in Biblio3 and BiblioLIVE 

• Add new versions as and when they are released  

• One off and / or ongoing mapping routines 

• Bespoke developments to update websites feeds, etc. 

• Spread the word and encourage use... 

 

 



Visit us on stand 7H30 

 

Thank you 
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