


  

•Provides infrastructure on the Internet 
•Identify digital (or physical) content 
•The Hub makes the connection (resolves) 
back to a system that can tell you how it 
can be used 
 
•Might offer licences 
•Might tell you its free “if” / Creative 
Commons  
•Might just link back to contact details 
 
•Freely Available 
•Open source technology – April 
 

Copyright Hub Services 



  

2011 
Ian Hargreaves 

2012 
Richard Hooper 

2013 
Dominic Young 

2014 - 2016 
Digital Catapult 

Digital Copyright Exchange 

Copyright Hub 

CEO Hub 

Hub Services – Open Source 

Background 



  

•To open up new markets 
•To not interfere with existing business 
models 
•To automate low value / high volume 
transactions 
 
•Cross border, industry led, voluntary, non-
exclusive 
•Encourages use of identifiers 
•Funded by the creative industries 
 

Copyright Hub Aims 



• Any identifiers can be used to resolve queries 
through the Copyright Hub 

• They connect to servers which know about the 
content (“repositories”) 

Working like the Internet 



  

Data Sources 

Hub Index 

DOI 
ISRC 
EIDR 
ISBN 

HubKey 

Source 
Repository 

Hub Repository 

Identifiers and Hub Keys 

The Hub index ties 
together all 
identifiers and the 
provider who told the 
hub about the work. 

Source DB only shares 
information about 
identifiers and 
licences with Hub 
Repository 



• Any identifiers can be used to resolve queries 
through the Copyright Hub 

• They connect to multiple servers which know 
about the content (“repositories”) 

• The repositories are able to use a structured 
language about licences (ODRL just now) 

• Rights work machine-to-machine 

• Similar to how the Domain Name System works 

Working like the Internet 



  

Data Sources 

DOI 
ISRC 
EIDR 
ISBN 

HubKey 

Query 

Hub Index 

Onboarding 

Query 

Source 
Repository 

Hub Repository 

Identifiers and Hub Keys 

Distributed data 
repositories hold 
identifiers and 
licences (offers and 
accepted) 
 
Licence info from 
source DBs 
transformed into one 
standard – linked data 

The Hub index ties 
together all identifiers 
and the provider who 
told the hub about the 
work. 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



• Any identifiers can be used to resolve queries 
through the Copyright Hub 

• Can be licence identifiers 

• Repositories can reply with details of licence, 
using known standard 

• Works machine-to-machine 

Query the Licence 



  

Data Sources 

Hub Index 

Query 

Source 
Repository 

Hub Repository 

Licence Information 

Distributed Hub 
repositories 
 
Rights data from 
source DBs 
transformed into one 
standard – in linked 
data 

DOI 
ISRC 
EIDR 
ISBN 
HubKey 







  

Buy Here 

Current Publisher 

Licences 

Formats & editions 

Authors 

-Works 

-Wikipedia 

 

British National Bibliography 



  caroline@copyrighthub.org 



  



 A short video to explain what we do 
https://vimeo.com/111096150 

 

https://vimeo.com/111096150

