
Breakfasts 2019

Welcome to November’s BIC Breakfast -

Stronger Together: Acquisitions & 
Divestments in the Book Industry

#BICBreakfast

Kindly sponsored by



What is a BIC Breakfast?





BIC Committees

Digital Supply Chain

Libraries

Metadata

Physical Supply Chain



Regular BIC Events

BIC Breakfasts 
(monthly)

Networking Events

Building a Greener Business Seminar at 
London Book Fair 

(12th March 2020, 10am-12:30pm, Olympia)



Engagement

Extensive Training Programme

Social Media:
@BIC1UK

@KarinaLuke
@BIC_LCF

Connect with us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.



Over to Stephen…
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JOSEPH WHITAKER TO NIELSEN

1858 The Bookseller magazine

1874 Bibliographic data catalogue 

1967 UK ISBN Agency was created

1979 Teleordering launched

1988 BookBank launched

1995 BookScan: UK   

2003 Whitaker became Nielsen 

2016 Online ISBN Agency Launched

Joseph Whitaker
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NIELSEN BOOK TODAY
The Virtuous Circle



Over to David…



Information Classification: General

01 02 03 04

Stronger Together:  Acquisitions & Divestments in the Book Industry

A view from a publisher



Information Classification: General

Sharing

01
Understanding

02
Transferring

03
Communicating

04



Information Classification: General

SHARING

Take legal advice

Be clear what you are selling

Be clear what you are not selling

Remember every book has a history



Information Classification: General

SHARING

Take legal advice

Be clear what you are selling

Be clear what you are not selling

Remember every book has a history

https://www.bic.org.uk/files/pdfs/Mergers%20and%20Acquisitions_%20An%20Introduction%20to%20the%20Role%20of%20your%20Legal%20Team_FINAL.pdf

https://www.bic.org.uk/files/pdfs/Mergers and Acquisitions_ An Introduction to the Role of your Legal Team_FINAL.pdf


Information Classification: General

UNDERSTANDING

Know your assets, or leave nothing behind



Information Classification: General

UNDERSTANDING

Leave nothing behind

Know your assets

https://www.bic.org.uk/209/Acquisitions-and-Divestments-for-Physical-Products/

https://www.bic.org.uk/209/Acquisitions-and-Divestments-for-Physical-Products/


Information Classification: General

UNDERSTANDING

Most books have an author 

Many books have content owned by 

someone else (e.g./ images)

Remember your customers



Information Classification: General

TRANSFERRING

Stock

Files

Customers



Information Classification: General

COMMUNICATING

Staff

Authors

Customers

ISBN agency



Information Classification: General

COMMUNICATING

Talk to your authors

Let the market now

Tell the ISBN agency



Information Classification: General

REMEMBER

Sharing

Understanding

Transferring

Communicating



Over to Matt…
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Over to Stephen…



This artwork was created using Nielsen data.

Copyright © 2019 The Nielsen Company (US), LLC. Confidential and proprietary. Do not distribute.

Nielsen Book Services

Stephen Long

London, 21 November 2019

STRONGER TOGETHER:
ACQUISITIONS AND 
DIVESTMENTS IN THE BOOK 
INDUSTRY
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AGENDA

1. About Nielsen Book

2.   BIC Infographic

3. Nielsen Book Focus

4. Common pitfalls

5. Message from a retailer
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BIC INFOGRAPHIC
Acquisitions and Divestments
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NIELSEN BOOK FOCUS

• Maintain and improve discoverability and 

tradability of books

• Act on appropriately authorised requests to 

change ownership

• Review and action changes in good time

• Share knowledge and expertise with wider trade

• Avoid common pitfalls
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COMMON PITFALLS

• Don’t assume your data is currently complete and accurate. Consider:

• The affected assets; the unaffected assets

• Content and quality of the metadata

• Price & Availability

• Bibliographic limbo

• Communication

• Consider the implications for orders, returns, new titles

• Consider lead times for changes to take effect

• Timing and communication are everything
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A MESSAGE FROM WATERSTONES

“Don’t wing it!”
Gabrielle Wallington, Bibliographic Manager, Waterstones
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This artwork was created using Nielsen data.

Copyright © 2019 The Nielsen Company (US), LLC. Confidential and proprietary. Do not distribute.

OUR MISSION

To connect and advance the global book 

industry, driving our clients' success through 

world class information and intelligence



Any questions?



Thank you for attending November 2019’s BIC Breakfast: 

Stronger Together: Acquisitions & 
Divestments in the Book Industry

Alaina-Marie Bassett
Business Manager

Book Industry Communication Ltd

0207 255 0513
Alaina-Marie@bic.org.uk
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